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From Your Administrative Team! 
 

The school year is well underway as we begin the month of November.   
This month, you will be receiving your child’s Progress Report Card on 
November 12th. The Progress Report card provides a snapshot of your 
child’s progress to date.  Additional information about the progress re-
port card is available from the Ontario Ministry of Education on line at 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/.  An important feature of the progress 
report card, includes the opportunity for your child to reflect on their 
strengths as well as the next steps towards their learning goals. Please 
discuss the report card with your child and include your own comments. 
 

Student Led Conferences are scheduled for the evening of November 
14th and throughout the day, on the Friday, November 15th P.A. day.  In-
formation about scheduling your child’s conference will be sent home 
shortly.  Confirmation of the time will be sent home with the report card. 
 

For the past several years the WSPS staff have spent much of their pro-
fessional development focusing on how to improve their instruction, as-
sessment and evaluation of student learning in reading and writing.  We 
continue to celebrate the resulting success this focus has had on student 
achievement.  Looking to the future, we will be shifting our focus to the 
area of mathematics. We are currently exploring how to “fine tune” our 
math learning blocks. In addition, we are looking at ways of integrating 
more problem solving opportunities for our students. All of our data 
shows that we need to find ways to help our students to “practice ex-
plaining their thinking in math”.   Each month we will share some “at 
home tips” to help families support their child’s math learning needs.  
Please look at our “Math Corner” with tips for families on page 4. 
 

We are very pleased with our students’ progress, and look forward to 
providing them with the instructional challenges that will take them to 
the next level! 
 

Sincerely,  
 

Kim Maybury    Deanna Durfy 
Principal    Vice-Principal 
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School Council 
 

On Monday, October 7th elections were held for the 2013-2014 School Council.  Congratulations to: 

     Chair: Anthony Caruso     Treasurer: Christine Platzer    

     Secretary: (position not filled)  Community Representative:  (position not filled) 

     Teacher Representatives:  Jennifer Butcher and Nicole Bynoe-Hayles 

 

Being a part of council is a great way to be involved in the school and community. Meetings typically occur on 

the first Monday of each month.  Our next meeting will be on Monday, November 4th.  Please come out and 

join our school council. 
 

Ministry of Education  — “Tell What You Think”  

The Ministry of Education is seeking the input from families about how to take Ontario’s education system 

from great to excellent!  Please click on the link below to “Tell What You Think” about the future of education 

in Ontario:  http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/excellent.html  If you have any questions or would like to 

provide feedback regarding the next phase in Ontario’s education strategy, please contact GreatToExcel-

lent@Ontario.ca  . 

Please help us with our online 
QSP Family Reading Magazine Fundraising Program! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget…you can renew and purchase your favourite 

magazine subscriptions online 24/7 and support out school. 
 

It’s easy to support our school… 

Go to www.QSP.ca and support our school. 
 

Our school Group # is 10003 
 

Our online QSP magazine subscription fundraiser raises money to 

benefit our students while also encouraging more at home reading. 

Remember, children love to receive their own mail.   
 

Consider giving magazine subscriptions as gifts this year! 

 Each issue acts as a reminder of your thoughtfulness all year long! 
 

Let friends and family know about our online fundraiser. 

You can easily do this using the email feature at www.QSP.ca. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

All profits from online purchases go directly to our school!  

If you ever have a question regarding your order , please call 

QSP customer service at 1-800-667-2536. 

Sunday, November 3rd 

“Fall Back!” 

Daylight Saving Time 

Ends 
Daylight Saving Time is a way of 
making better use of the evening 
daylight hours during the longer 
days of summer, by setting the 
clocks forward one hour in the 
spring, and back again in the fall.  In 
the spring, the clock moves ahead 
(= losing one hour) when DST 
starts, and fall back one hour (= 
gaining one hour) when DST ends in 
the fall.   To remember which way 
the clock goes, keep in mind the 
sayings:  “spring ahead” - ” fall 
back”.   
 

Remember to set your clocks 
back one hour on  

Sunday, November 3rd! 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/excellent.html


 

Up Coming Dates 
November 4 Kindergarten to the Farm 

November 5 Grade 8 Girls HPV shots 

 Pizza Day 

November 7 Grade 5 Author visit at Richmond  

 Hill Library,  Marsh Skrypuch 

November 11 Remembrance Day Assembly 

November 13 Mr. Sub Lunch 

November 14 Student Led Conferences - pm 

November 15 PA day—Student Led  

       Conferences 

November 19 Pizza Day 

November 27 Mr. Sub Lunch 

 
December 4 Dental Screening—K, 2, 8 

December 10 Milk program ends 

 Pizza Day 

December 11 Mr. Sub Lunch 

December 20 PA Day 

Dec. 23 to Jan. 3  Winter Break 

January 17, 2013      PA day 

February 17 Family Day  

March 7 PA day 

March 10 - 14 Mid-Winter Break 

April 18 Good Friday 

April 21 Easter Monday 

May 19 Victoria day  

June 6 PA Day 

June 24 Grade 8 Graduation 

June 25 Grade 8 Luncheon 

June 26 Early Dismissal 1/2 Day a.m. only 

June 27 PA Day 

 

 

 

Safe and Healthy 

Schools for  Children 

with Allergies  
School staff and parents are re-
sponsible for creating safe and 
healthy environments for stu-
dents and staff.  This is an addi-
tional challenge for schools at-

tended by children with allergies, especially life 
threatening allergies. While we take every step to 
create a risk-free environment, school staff and 
parents can take important steps to minimize 
potentially fatal allergic reactions as there are 
implications for the whole school, not just indi-
vidual classrooms.  
 

It is especially important that parents communi-
cate a life-threatening allergy to the school as 
soon as they are aware of it.  Please notify the 
office and your child’s teacher so that we have 
accurate records and establish the protocol to 
follow with your child. 
 

We appreciate your support in working towards 
providing a safe environment for all of our stu-
dents. 

 

Please Be on Time 
 
8:15—8:30 a.m. 
Supervision of students begins on the school yard 
starting at 8:15 a.m.  It is not safe to drop students 
off prior to 8:15 a.m. as there is no supervision on 
the school yard.   
 

3:00 p.m.  
Students are to be picked up promptly at 3:00 p.m.  
Families are asked to ensure they are on time.  It is 
disheartening to see the long faces, when children 
are left waiting in the office, after all their peers 
have gone home.  There is no supervision for stu-
dents beyond 3:00 p.m.  If there is an emergency 
preventing you from picking up your child on time, 
please call the office.  Families are responsible for 
children when school ends at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated!     
 

Toonies for Terry 
 

Our school wide Terry Fox Walk was held on Friday, 
October 4th.  Notwithstanding the wet weather 
forecast, the weather was cooperative and we had a 
very successful event!  We were so pleased to see 
staff and students participating with tremendous 
energy and enthusiasm in this annual event, in mem-
ory of Terry Fox’s heroic run in 
1981.  The funds raised from the 
Terry Fox Walk go towards cancer 
research and the event itself helps 
raise cancer awareness. 
 

We raised $682.50! 
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Math Corner 
Families are an integral part of their children’s mathematics education.  By engaging children in thinking 
and talking about mathematics, families provide an important key for future success.  Today, critical 
thinking, problem solving, reasoning ability and the ability to communicate mathematically are essential 
skills.  These processes are the foundation of mathematics instruction in Ontario schools.   
 

Top Tips for Parents 
Build strong, positive attitudes about math.  When children feel positively engaged and successful, 
they are more likely to stick with an activity or a problem to find a solution. 

Begin with activities that meet your child’s level of mathematical understanding.  Early success in solving problems will 
build your child’s confidence.  Gradually move to activities that provide more challenge for your child. 

If you and your child are more comfortable in a language other than English, use it.  Your child will understand concepts 
better in the language that he or she knows best. 

 

Numbers at Everywhere!  Number Sense and Numeration 

November Eco Theme:   What’s In / What’s Out ! 

 
This month we are encouraged to rethink our actions before disposing of an 
item.  That is, stop and consider the impact, every disposal action will have on 
the environment and the world around us.  It is important to be well-informed 
about what goes in the Blue Box for recycling and what goes in the garbage bin 
for landfill.  Putting items in the Blue box that shouldn’t be there can ruin an 
entire batch of recyclable material. 

Kindergarten to Grade 3 
When children are learning to count, they like to 
touch, point to an move objects as they say the num-
ber aloud-so encourage them to! 

Have your child count toys, kitchen utensils, items 
of clothing as they come out of the dryer, collec-
tions (stickers, buttons or rocks) and any other 
items your child shows interest in counting. 

Mix it up!  Have your child count a set of objects 
but start at different places in the set (for example, 
start counting in the middle of the set rather than 
at the beginning).  This helps to develop the idea 
that the counting of objects can begin with any 
object in a set and the total will still be the same. 

Sing counting songs and use counting in meaning-
ful ways in games, such as Hide-and-Seek.  Count-
ing games, rhymes and songs exist in every cul-
ture.  Some counting songs and rhymes help chil-
dren to count forward and backward as well. 

Have your child skip count (counting by twos, fives 
or tens) to count larger groups of items quickly.  
Use such objects as blocks, pasta pieces, tooth-
picks or buttons. 

Grade 4 to Grade 8 
Children may start totaling one type of coin because they find it easier.  Which 
coin does your child total first:  dimes or quarters? 

Find out which coin your child prefers to total first.  This may tell you the 
number he or she is  most comfortable skip counting.  Place a variety of 
coins in a pile, and ask your child to tell you the total amount for each coin.  
For example, there might be 85 cents in nickels and 50 cents in dimes.  Ob-
serve as your child begins sorting and totaling the coins.  Ask your child how 
he or she chose which coin to total first.  Suggest you both race to total the 
coins your child is less comfortable with.  For example, if your child is com-
fortable counting nickels, race to count quarters instead.  The first person to 
total those coin wins.  

The Money Game.  One person is the banker and the other is the account-
ant.  You can alternate roles with your child in the game.  Use amounts of 
money that can be shown by using coins only—for examples, $1.75. 

1. Banker:  “I have $1.75 in my bank.  What combination of coins might I 
have?”  The accountant shows one or more possible combinations. 

2. Banker:  “I have $1.75 in my bank.  What is the smallest number or coins I 
could have to make this amount?”  The accountant uses the fewest coins 
possible to show the amount. 

3. Banker:  “I have $1.75 in my bank.  I have ten coins.  What coins could 
they be?”  The accountant uses ten coins to show the amount. 

You can make the Money Game easier or harder by varying the number of 
coins you are playing with or by restricting the types of coins (for example, 
just dimes and nickels). 
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I AM . . . 
 

Over the past few weeks, our 
staff have been working very 
hard to capture the essence 
of each and every one of our students. 
 

The student pictures and statements posted around 
our school, represent all of the positive traits our stu-
dents possess.  The I Am … statement allows students 
and teachers to come together as a school community 
and celebrate the important qualities that each individ-
ual brings to their learning.  As a school community, we 
know the importance of inclusivity and valuing each 
individual student.  
 

The I Am statements provide an opportunity for a rich 
dialogue between teachers and students and among 
students themselves.  The I Am statement is a way to 
connect student achievement and well-being.  It opens 
the doors to recognizing and embracing the special 
qualities that make up the Walter Scott community! 
 

Every individual at WSPS contributes something unique 
and special that only they can give! 

Honesty 
 

The character trait for November is 
HONESTY.   This word is familiar to our 
students and represents an ethic val-
ued in all cultures.  The dictionary defi-
nition of honesty is, “uprightness, or 
integrity” and “sincere, truthful or 
frank.”  Honesty is equated with trust, 
which is the cornerstone of all posi-
tive, respectful relationships. 
 
Students are encouraged to think 
about what honesty means particu-
larly in relation to accepting responsi-
bility for one’s actions.  Sometimes 
decisions may involve a choice be-
tween right and wrong, and some-
times it’s not easy for children to know 
what to do.  When a mistake has been 
made, it is important to tell the truth, 
apologize to the person hurt and ac-
cept the consequences graciously.  By 
doing this, it will help to keep a little 
problem from becoming a bigger one. 
 
Sometime this month when the oppor-
tunity seems right, please take a mo-
ment to talk with your children and 
share your views about the impor-
tance of honesty. 

Spirit Wear 
In the “I am” portraits, students are wearing our all 
new Walter Scott Spirit wear.   
 

School Spirit Wear will soon be available:  t-shirts, 
hoodies and hats.  Order forms will be sent home 
shortly.  Samples for sizing will be available on the eve-
ning of November 14th and during the day on Novem-
ber 15th.  The costs of the spirit wear, including HST is:  
t-Shirt-$13, Hoodie-$35, Hat-$15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Buses Only 
To keep students safe, the bus loop and 
parking lot are closed in the morning at 
8:15 a.m. and in the afternoon starting at 
2:45 p.m. This allows children to safely get 
on and off their 
buses. It also keeps 
the children who 
walk to school away 
from moving vehi-
cles.   
 

Please park along 
the boulevard be-
side the school or on 
the side streets near 
the school.   
 

Your cooperation in 
keeping everyone’s 
children safe is ap-
preciated! 

 

Bill Crothers Secondary School 
Bill Crothers Secondary School (BCSS) is a system-wide school 
with a focus on healthy active living and sport. The school is 
open for Grade 9 to 12 students. Students and parents from 
across the region are invited to attend an information eve-
ning.  Information will be shared regarding the vision, mission, 
schedule, programs, transfer policy and application process.  
All information sessions will occur at Bill Crothers Secondary 
School, 44 Main Street, Unionville from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  in 
the cafetorium. 
 

Wednesday, October 30th -Students in West & North Regions 
 

Tuesday, November 5th - Students in East Region 
 

Thursday, November 7th - Students in the Central Region 
 

Due to building capacity regulations, we request only students 
and parents interested in attending BCSS for the school year 
2014-2015, attend one of these evenings. Parking is limited so 
we ask that parents carpool or park at the GO Station. Mark-
ham By-law officers regularly enforce the parking regulations 
on school property. 

Remembrance Day 
 

“Take Time to Remember” 
 

Every year on November 11th, Canadians pause in a moment of silence to 
remember the men and women who have served and those who continue 

to serve our country during times of war, conflict and peace.  We also remember the thou-
sands of Canadians who have died in service to their country. They gave their lives and their futures so that we 
may live in peace. 
 

By remembering their service and their sacrifice, we reaffirm the tradition of freedom these men and women 
fought to preserve.  They believed their actions in the present would make a difference for the future, but it is 
for us to ensure their dream of peace is realized.  On Remembrance Day, we acknowledge the courage and 
sacrifice of those who served their country and acknowledge our responsibility to work for the peace they 
fought hard to achieve. 
 

We will be holding our Remembrance Day assembly on Monday, November 11th beginning at 10:50 a.m.  Par-
ents and community members are welcome to attend.   Students will be given poppies on the day of the cere-
mony.  Donations for the poppies may be sent in the week of November 4-8th.  



 

OCTOBER CHARACTER ASSEMBLY—RESPONSIBILITY 
 

Our school character focus during the month of October was responsibility.  Congratulations to all of the recipients (shown 

below).  These students were recognized by their teachers and peers for demonstrating ‘responsibility’ in our school com-

munity, and no doubt in the broader community as well.   They  are to be congratulated for their effort and exemplary 

character.  We are very proud of them!   Keep up the great work, Walter Scott students. 

 

Award:  Poetry Institute of Canada Young Writers 
 

We are pleased to advise that Walter Scott Public School was declared an “Award 
of Excellence Winner” in the 2013 National Creative Writing Competition for 
young writers aged seven to eleven.  As well the following students also placed in 
the competition.  Congratulations to Katherine S. and Leanne S. 



School Visitors 
 

ALL parents and visitors are re-
quired to sign in at the office and 
wear a visitor’s pass.  Parents  

may not go through the hallways or out onto the 
school yard.  
 

We ask that all families wait for their children out-
side the exit door.  Parents  If you need to speak to 
your child’s teacher, please send a note or call the 
office to request an appointment.   
 

Following these procedures fosters independence 
in our students and ensures a greater degree of 
safety for all.  We appreciate your support in keep-
ing our students safe!  

 

Safe Arrival 
 

905-884-2693  
 

Call Us ! 
 
When you know your 
child is going to be absent, please send a note to 
the teacher in advance.  When the absence/late is 
unplanned, please call the office.  The answering 
machine is always on, so you can leave a message 
any time - day or night.  Press 1 to leave a message. 
 

By calling, you let us know that your child is safe.   
It saves us from interrupting your day, calling you 
at work, trying to locate you, or calling all the 
emergency contact phone numbers to ensure the 
child is safe.   
 

When a student is not accounted for we will : 
 

Call home to see if the child is there, then 
Call the parent/guardian at work/mobile, then 
Call the emergency phone numbers, and finally 
(if we are unable to confirm the child’s safety), 
Call the York Regional Police. 

 
This call is a safety check; in accordance with the 
YRDSB Safe Arrival Policy #665. 
 

 

 

June 26th, 2014 Early Dismissal  

in Elementary Schools  
 

All students have received a copy of the 2013-14 
Learning Calendar. Please note that on Thursday, 
June 26th, 2014 an early release day will take 
place to allow elementary teachers and support 
staff to participate in activities in the afternoon of 
that day in support of student achievement and 
school planning.    
 

Students will attend school during the morning of 
Thursday, June 26th, 2014 only. 
More details will follow closer to 
the date. 

Dressing for Outdoors 
 

With the colder weather upon us, students need to 
come to school dressed to play outside during re-
cesses, including coats, hats, and mitts.  Being physi-
cally active during all seasons  is an essential part of a 
healthy Canadian lifestyle.   
 

All students, Kindergarten to Grade 8, are expected to 
go outside at recess.  If your child is not well enough 
to  go outside at recess, they need to stay home and 
rest until they are feeling better. 
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Bus Cancellation 
 
To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be cancelled from time 
to time due to inclement weather, extreme temperatures and/or poor road con-
ditions.  In these cases, parents and students should develop alternate care/
transportation arrangements. 
 
Since some busing schedules begin by 7:00 a.m., cancellation decisions must be 
made by 6:00 a.m. to allow time to communicate this message to bus drivers.  

Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough consultation with the Safety Officers of school bus 
companies servicing York Region and are based on several factors including precipitation, air temperature, 
road conditions and weather forecast. 
 
Please note the following; 
 

A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, vans and taxis will 
not operate. 

 
School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather is not affecting all municipalities in York Re-
gion.  Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional educational programs.  Students attending these 
programs are transported over large attendance areas encompassing several municipal boundaries.  This 
limits the ability to cancel bus service using a municipality or zone methodology. 

 
Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport their 
children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled.  If buses are cancelled in the morning, 
they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students transported to school by parents will require 
the same transportation home. 

 
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations after 6:00 
a.m. to receive bus cancellation information: 
 

RADIO 
590 AM  640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 1540AM 
1580 AM 88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 FM 94.9 FM 95.9 FM 
97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM 101.1 FM 102.1 FM 104.5 FM 
100.7 FM 107.1 FM 
 

TELEVISION 
CITY TV CTV Barrie CFTO TV CP24 GLOBAL NEWS 
 
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001, 
or by following the YCDSB and YRDSB on twitter. 
 
Please note that school bus charters will not operate when home to 
school bus service is cancelled (e.g. busses for fieldtrips). 

 
 
 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com/


NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
A. Stewart 

November 2013 

KINDERGARTEN  
STUDENTS 

in the Library 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s “No Rules November” this month.  
Kindergarten students may choose hard cover 
books, books from baskets, alphabet books or 
books from the display rack.  Next month we will 
be looking at non-fiction books. 
 
Please make sure your child’s book comes back 
on time so he/she can get a new book and a 
sticker on his/her library card. 

 
Library Days 

Wodzinski is Monday 
Brown is Tuesday 

Larter is Wednesday 
Bassel is Thursday 

Forest of reading 
Ms Matheson & Ms Selvarajan will be running the Silver Birch 

fiction reading program and Ms Stewart will be running the Red 

Maple reading program.  The titles have been announced and the 

books have been ordered.   

Stay tuned for more information 

SUPER READERS CLUB 
Tuesday Morning Recess 

 

Grade 1, 2 & 3 students are invited  

to share a book with a grade 7 or 8 student. 

 

After sharing their first book the students will receive a sticker, after 5 books - a  

pencil, after 10 books - a bookmark and after 15 books - a trip to the treasure box.    

Be sure to drop in! 

Markham Fair news 
 

Congratulations to Maria, Dylan, Michaela, Radha 
and Stephanie for entering handwriting samples in the 
Markham Fair.  
 
In total, Walter Scott won first place, third place and 
sixth place ribbons.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done! 



 

 

 

News from the Walter Scott 

Parenting and Family Literacy Centre 
 

Parent Worker: Vida Ansari   Open:  Every school day between 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   

No cost or registration required  Snacks are provided for the children 

 Positive Parenting TIP 

 

What do the following have in common? 

Sore Stomach – Headache – Forgetfulness - Can’t concentrate - Trouble Sleeping - Butterflies in the stomach 
 

These are all signs of stress that can affect even our youngest school-aged children.  While all children 

experience stress at some point in their lives, demands to achieve academically, socially or in extra-curricular 

activities can sometimes leave them with a feeling of being overwhelmed.   Parents and educators can help 

children successfully manage stress by: 

 Modelling flexible thinking and a positive attitude towards our own struggles Reframing problems as 

opportunities for learning and growth 

 Demonstrating calm and focus by taking a few deep breaths when difficulties arise 

Information and strategies provided by The Psychology Foundation of Canada  

 

 

 

 
 

 Art @ the Centre is back! 
The exciting project that brought professional artist, Tiziana Guido, into the PFLCs last year is back for a 

second year.  If you and your children (between the ages of 0 – 6 years) would like to be creative with 

materials like watercolour paints, wire, paper and clay, we invite you to the Walter Scott Parenting and 

Family Literacy Centre on the following days: 
 

    Thursday December 12
th
 – Watercolours 

                                     

    Monday February 10
th
 – Wire Sculpture 

                                     

    Monday March 31
st
 – Collage 

                                     

    Monday May 12
th
 – Clay 

 

For more information, please come to Room 13 and speak to Parent Worker, Vida Ansari, about the next Art 

@ the Centre experience.  Come and create your own family masterpieces!  
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Picture Re-Take 
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2 

3 
 

 

4 
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